KimberleyWhales

OFFICE
2/48 Dampier Terrace
PO BOX 7139

Broome, WA 6725

PHONE
0891927162

0409 886 350 / 0439 691 194

EMAIL

23 December 2008

PRESS RELEASE
LNG HUB ANNOUNCEMENT

Today's announcement by the Premier of Western Australia,
Mr Colin Barnett, of the preferred site for an LNG processing
precinct at James Price Point, supported by the Chairman for
the EPA, Paul Vogel, ignores critical environmental data from
iIndependent whale surveys and the recently released “Draft
North-West Marine Bioregional Profile” carried out by the
Federal Department of Environment and Heritage for Peter
Garrett.

The waters surrounding James Price Point have one of the
highest concentrations of humpback whales on the Kimberley
Coast.

An independent survey by Kimberley Whales in conjunction

with the WA Naturalist Club showed that the concentration
of whales between Broome and James Price Point during the
peak migration period in August, was greater than anywhere

else on the coast.

The establishment of an industrial complex and large scale
shipping port will pose a major threat to cows and calves
using the coastal waters in this fragile marine environment.
Colin Barnett's desperation to deliver a hub site for the oll
and gas industry makes a mockery of the consultation
process and the environmental approvals process at both a
state and federal level.

The Northern Development Taskforce Force's terms of
reference has not allowed for the consideration of
Woodside's preferred options, namely floating LNG, Scott
Reef or piping the gas to the Burrup.

Barnett should expect stiff opposition from local
environmental groups who are determined to ensure that the
Kimberley coast remains one of the great wilderness areas
left on the planet.
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