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QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 
Burrup Peninsula Rock Art 

Senator SIEWERT (2.37 p.m.)—My question is to the Minister for the Environment and Heritage, 
Senator Ian Campbell. I refer to the minister’s decision to delay the addition of the Burrup Peninsula rock 
art province to the National Heritage List in order to carry out further consultation. Is the minister 
concerned that further destruction of rock art could occur during this period? Does the minister agree that, 
until such time as his decision is finalised, there should be no further destruction or disturbance of rock art 
or any other sites inside the proposed area for listing by the Australian Heritage Council? 

Senator IAN CAMPBELL—I thank Senator Siewert for the question. This is an incredibly important 
issue for Australia: the Burrup Peninsula and, more broadly, the Dampier Archipelago, which is an 
absolutely outstanding region in terms of its natural beauty but also because of the outstanding cultural 
heritage that is quite obvious to anyone who visits there, and also to those who would read the report 
prepared by the Australian Heritage Commission in relation to the petroglyphs or, in layman’s language, 
ancient rock art. 

There is art on the rocks right across the Dampier Archipelago, which spreads for a distance of roughly 
200 miles north to south and potentially 40 or 50 miles east-west—a massive area. There are literally 
thousands upon thousands of pieces of art. That does not reduce the significance of any piece of it. It dates 
back to 6,000, 7,000, 8,000, 9,000, 10,000 years ago. It is, as Senator Siewert knows—because I am sure she 
has visited the site on more than one occasion, as I know a number of other senators have—really quite an 
awesome experience to be exposed to the work of mankind from so many millennia ago. And it is very 
much the aim of the major economic stakeholders, the Australian government and, indeed, the state 
government, to see a very sound and sensible management plan put in place that will deliver for Australia 
and the world a range of benefits from that incredibly important region. 

As a number of senators would know, the region is not only home to ancient rock art from previous 
civilisations. It is also the home of a multi-billion dollar industry based around not only the natural gas that 
flows off the North West Shelf of Western Australia but also the iron ore that comes out of that province 
and is shipped through the port at Dampier. 

That is a multi-billion dollar industry—and, I think I can confidently predict, will be a multi-trillion 
dollar industry over a period of time—that has benefits to Australia’s economy but also substantial benefits 
to the substantial challenge of addressing climate change in the world. I make the point that, when we are 
looking at the protection of the rock art, when we are looking at the development of the Burrup, we need 
to ensure that there is a long-term plan in place for the protection of the rock art. That is something that I 
hope to achieve for a long-term period. I want to work with the state government to put a protection 
regime in place, a management plan in place, which will ensure that there is minimal interruption or 
damage done to the rock art, but also that we protect and do not put any new impediments in the way of 
development of the Burrup Peninsula and, particularly, the natural gas exports. 

Every time you substitute a tonne of coal burned in China or in Korea or oil burned in North America 
with natural gas from the North West Shelf, you reduce the greenhouse gas emissions of the globe by 40 to 
60 per cent. We know that greenhouse gas emissions are a substantial problem—probably the No. 1 
environmental issue facing the planet—and Australia makes a wonderful contribution to reducing global 
greenhouse gas emissions by exporting that natural gas. And anyone who wants to put more impediments 
in the way of exporting that natural gas is defeating one of the really substantial aids in this global challenge 
to the environment. So I want to put in place a regime that protects the rock art for the long term and puts 
a management plan in place. I think more and more Australians will visit that precinct— (time expired) 



Senator SIEWERT—I ask a supplementary question, Mr President. I noticed the minister did not 
answer my first question, so maybe he could answer that and this one at the same time. What action does 
the minister propose to take in the event that Woodside or any other party moves to destroy rock art or 
other heritage sites within the boundaries proposed by the Australian Heritage Council? 

Senator IAN CAMPBELL—I will address that issue. I sought to address it by saying that there are 
thousands and thousands of pieces of rock art. The issue is a matter for the state government at the 
moment, until we put a listing in place, but I am saying to the Senate and the people of Australia that we 
want to have a listing process that ensures that all of the major issues are addressed. There are substantial 
economic and environmental benefits to be gained for Australia and for the world by ensuring that we do 
not put any new impediments in the way of the expansion of natural gas exports to the world. 

I thought the Greens cared about greenhouse gas emissions and global warming. The Australian 
government cares about that as much as we care about the rock art. You can actually jog and chew gum: 
you can actually, if you work hard, try to save the world from global greenhouse gas emissions and global 
warming by exporting natural gas out of north-west Australia. You can do that. You can also, if you work 
with the state government and the major economic stakeholders, put in place a long-term plan to protect 
the rock art. (Time expired) 


