The Burrup Peninsula would be reg-
istered as a national heritage site by
the middle of the year, ensuring most
of the Dampier Archipelago’s ancient
Aboriginal rock art would be pro-
tected from future industrial devel-
opment, Federal Heritage Minister
Malcolm Turnbull said yesterday.

Mr Turnbull’s announcement was
welcomed by former State Liberal
leader Colin Barnett, who has been
campaigning for the site to be heri-
tage listed but comes too late to pre-
vent a small number of carvings
being moved to make way for gas
giant Woodside’s $10 billion Pluto
LNG facility.

“T'he near-term objective is for a
listing by the middle of the year with
conservation agreements entered
into with the relevant companies that
will give everybody a degree of cer-
tainty,” Mr Turnbull said in Karra-
tha yesterday.

“The crucial steps towards the
listing are establishing an appropriate
boundary and coming 10 an agree-
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ment about the management strate-
gics and we’re well advanced in
doing that.”

Until late last year, both Woodside
and the State Government had
opposed a national heritage listing for
the Burrup, fearing that the move
would invite court action by third
partics against the Pluto develop-
ment.

However, after changes to the
Federal environment protection and
biodiversity Act, the State and
Woodside entered into negotiations
with the Federal Government over
the listing.

A spokesman for Woodside said
yesterday the company supported
the site being heritage listed “if the
listing recognises that industry and
heritage can coexist on the Burrup”.

Under the supervision of local
Aboriginal elders, the company has
moved 42 carvings from its develop-
ment site. [t intends moving between
100 and 200 rock carvings in total
from the estimated 3000 on the site.

The National Trust estimates there
could be up to one million carvings in
the 270sq km of the peninsula and
surrounding islands.

A spokesman for Alan Carpenter
said yesterday that Mr Turnbull’s
announcement did not significantly
change the Premier’s statement to
Parliament in November when he said
Labor would work with the Federal
Government to “protect the significant
heritage values of the archipelago
without jeopardising industry”.

But former Greens MP Robin
Chapple, who has campaigned for
heritage listing, said he understood
the State’s original position on a
bilateral agreement with the Com-
monwealth was unacceptable to Mr
Turnbull. “We’re told he’s told the
State that if they don’t measure up he
will list it anyway,” Mr Chapple said.
Mr Barnett said it was an embarrass-
ment for the State that listing would
come through a Federal agency.



