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Heritage listing not enough for rock art protectors

Victoria Laurie

ADVOCATES for Pilbara rock
art have called on industry to
abandon plans for a new devel-
opment on the engraving-strewn
Burrup Peninsula, which has
been included in the National
Heritage List.

Fedcral Environment Minister
Malcolm Turnbull made a long-
awailed announcementl yesler-
day that the prchistoric rock
engravings across Western Aus-
tralia’s Dampier Archipelago,
which includes the Burrup Pen-
insula, would be placed on the
National Heri-
tage list.

He said 99 per
cent of the land
area would be
listed, with rock
art in excluded
arcas protected
under West Aus-
tralian  legisla-
tion or removed to safe locations
by resource companies com-

Turnbull

mitted to respecting the high
herilage value of Lheir leases.

““The decision shows that the
archipelago’s significant herilage
can co-cxist alongside one of
our most resource-rich indus-
trial areas,” Mr Turnbull said.

Friends of Australian Rock
Arl, which has run an interna-
tional campaign to stop hundreds
of Burrup engravings being re-
moved [rom Woodside’s new
$5 billion Pluto LNG plant site,
said heritage listing reinforced
the need to stop further indus-
trial disruplion on unprotected
Burrup sites.

They contained ancient carved
images of animals, humans and
even the Tasmanian tiger.

While welcoming heritage list-
ing, FARA spokesman Robin
Chapple called on the state
Governmenl and Woodside to
halt further expansion plans on
the Burrup:

“Woodside can easily locate
its plant near Onslow, where

BIIP and Apache plan to build
their plants,” Mr Chapple said.
**But the rock art, which contains
perhaps more than 30,000 years
of history in one place, cannot be
relocated. It is irreplaceable.”

He said West Australian heri-
Llage laws offered no proleclion as
the state Government had ap-
proved all applications by com-
panies since 2001.

A Woodside spokesman said
the company supported the deci-
sion to place the Burrup Penin-
sula on the National Ileritage
List. He said it offered proper
recognition of the area’s cullural
heritage, while recognising that
industry and heritage could co-
exisl. ““Woodside supporls Lhe
protection of rock art on the
Burrup Peninsula, both within
and outside its leases,”® he said.

Minister for State Develop-
ment Eric Ripper said the state
Government  remained  com-
mitted to making the region’s
heritage a priorily while facilital-
ing the industry of the region.



