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Indigenous power to veto
is a danger, says Barnett

YASMINE PHILLIPS

WA’s future economic development
would be endangered by State and
Federal government plans to give tra-
ditional owners the ultimate say on
approval for a multi-billion-dollar
onshore gas processing centre,
Opposition MP Colin Barnett said
yesterday.

State Development Minister Eric
Ripper confirmed that the develop-
ment of asingle gas hub in the Browse
Basin off Broome would centre on
approval by the land’s indigenous
owners.

“We will not develop LNG in the
West Kimberley unless we have the
informed consent and substantial eco-
nomic participation of traditional
owners — that’s a minimum require-
ment for us to proceed,” he said. “We
recognise at the State level that the
West Kimberley is a very sensitive ar-

eaenvironmentally . . . we need to de-
velop the Browse Basin gas resources
but we need to do it in a way which
respects the environmental and heri-
tage values of the West Kimberley.”

TFederal Environment Minister
Peter Garrett joined Mr Ripper on a
West Kimberley visit yesterday in a
bid to balance the sensitive environ-
mental, cultural and economic con-
siderations of such a development.

But Mr Barnett, a former resources
minister, said any move to offer a par-
ticular stakeholder group the right of
veto would “send shudders down the
spines” of project owners by creating
a dangerous precedent.

“[ think it is a huge danger to future
development and it is clearly sover-
cign risk,” he said. “I think this is
potentially a very serious and very
dangerous precedent and I’m not sure
il Eric Ripper or Peter Garrett under-
stand what they’re saying.”

Mr Barnett clarified that he was not
questioning the nced for indigenous
consultation but argued court-
determined and negotiated compen-
sation payouts were the only appro-
priate way of balancing native title
issucs with economic development.

“I just don’t think it’s a proper and
reasonable thing to be doing from a
State Government point of view when
mining and petrolcum are the back-
bone of our economy,” he said.

Kimberley LLand Council executive
director Wayne Bergmann said he was
not yet convinced that a single hub
was the best option for the traditional
land owners but he welcomed the
opportunity to have input. “’I'he deci-
sion that we make is for the next 50-
100 years therefore we need to ensure
that Aboriginal people participate in
this process on a level footing,” he
said. “It is too early to be able to say
categorically where we stand.”

Having a say: Traditional owners, such as Albert Wiggan who protested this month, will be heard by governments



